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Welcome to the latest Australian Videocamera e-Magazine.
I managed to sneak in a look at the Miller Aero 75 Solo tripod we have as our competition
prize at the moment, and I have to say, I am stoked!
As I say in the review on page 6, the image on Miller’s website does not do it justice by any
stretch of imagination. The weather here for the past week has been bloody awful and not
conducive to going out (this is the same weather the East coast is now copping big time so
you’ll know what I mean), but I intend to do a field test over the weekend and will report
back.
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The same goes for the Zhiyun Weebill gimbal that arrived last week, and I am also itching to
fly my drones again as it's been weeks!
Also in this edition, audio engineer Graeme Hague (aka my brother) gives the Sennheiser
MK4 a going over and suggests it may be the only mic you’ll ever need, I have a First Look at
the amazing new Mercalli 6 AI video stabilisation software, there is a story I wrote on tips for
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News From Around The Industry

Mini Pro 4.6K G2 digital film cameras, ucts. This includes BluffTitler, all its
DaVinci Resolve Studio editing, grad- upgrades and all the BixPacks.
Each edition I publish stories and links
ing, visual effects (VFX) and audio
to stuff that has crossed my desk over
post production software, and more. Use the coupon code NINETEEN on
the preceding period I think may be
any of the order pages.
of interest to you. Sometimes there is Highly anticipated films such as
lots, sometimes very little.
“Elvis” relied on Blackmagic Design
New DJI Drone? New Goggles? Son
gear throughout both production
If you have material you want the
and post, with the film using Pocket of FPV? Seems so...
wider world to know about, send it to
Cinema Camera 6K for pick up shots There are reports of a new, sort
me via david@auscamonline.com
and DaVinci Resolve Studio for on of FPV, a Mini version called the
set grading, online editing and final Avata floating around (and apMore Than 30 2022 USA Summer
color grading.
parently) has had registration ap-

Films Created with Blackmagic Design

To see the full list, click here

Need Titling Software? BluffTitler has
a 50% off birthday sale

plied with the US FCC which are
the mob that allow wireless gizmos.
From reports, it will have a more
powerful battery than the FPV be-

To celebrate its 19th anniversary, ing 20% more capacity or so, and
they are happy to offer my readers have better video quality available.
a discount of 50% on all their prod30 of the 2022 summer season’s
worldwide film releases, such as
“Thor: Love and Thunder,” “Jurassic
World Dominion” and “Bullet Train,”
were created with its Blackmagic
Pocket Cinema Camera and URSA
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If the suspected leaked looks
are indicative, it is very like the
CineWhoop mini, and could be
very much aimed at consumers.

Win a Miller Air Solo 75 Tripod!

Is This your First Australian Vide-

Just send david@auscamonline.com
your email address or fill in the pop
up window details on any page of
the website to go into the draw! And
your info is secure. We promise.

ocamera e-Magazine?
Would you like to get the back copies? They are free after all. If so, you
can click here and download the selected ones you want to read.

See the review on page 6 of this edi- There are lots of reviews, tutorials, intion or click here for online version.
terviews and more!
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Review: Miller Aero 75 Solo 2 Stage Tripod

Review: Miller Aero 75 Solo 2 Stage Tripod

For some things, an image or than a tad disappointing in the a Canon 70-200mm zoom makes
for a bit of heft
picture (or even video) does not longer run. Not going there.
– the head
do it justice.

Whilst at present I can’t test this under extremes
of cold (WA
never
gets
THAT
cold),
and summer is
a bit far away
to check it
under
heat
(which we get
in
spades),
Miller
says
that even under extremes,
the fluid head
drag remains
consistent.

The Dipper on the racetrack at Bathurst’s Mount Panorama. A sunset
off Cable Beach near Broome here
in Western Australia. Jenna Coleman as Clara in Dr Who.
And recently so I found, the Miller
Air Solo 55 2 Stage Alloy Tripod. And
no, putting the Miller tripod in the
same league as the delectable Ms
Coleman does not mean I am going (or gone) barking mad!
When Mr Miller approached me
with a view to giving away a couple of these new models, of course
I was curious as to what they were
like so, as you do, Googled the Miller website for an initial gander.

But I do have to say that my initial
impression on viewing the image of
the Air Solo 75 was, well, a little underwhelming. It didn’t look a lot different to my $200 cheapie bought
locally, nor did it have the “meatiness” of my Manfrotto on the initial
look.

was as smooth
as silk with little
effort needed
in both pans
and tilt.

Provision has
also
been
made to allow
But as I say, a photo can be very dethe addition of
ceiving, and in this case, downright
a slider, which
misleading when you get to see the
sadly I don’t
real thing. Which I now have and
have so could
played with.
not
check,
but going on
Description
the supportSo what do you get for your $1000, ing videos, this
specifications wise?
was very easy
Miller invented the tripod fluid head

to apply.

Now to be fair, one should never and this one is a cracker. With my The 75mm bowl is actually integratcreate an opinion on a photo. It Blackmagic Pocket Cinema Cam- ed into the whole mechanism.
can be very dangerous and more era 6K Pro mounted – and this with
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Additionally, a
2-stage counterbalance
system allows
fine tuning of the balancing of the
head dependent on the weight of
the camera / lens combo.

The Miller specs say you can use this
tripod with a payload up to 5Kg so
even something like a Blackmagic
URSA Mini Pro with a decent lens
would sneak in.
One thing you may notice is that on
this tripod there is no spreader, but
I can attest to the fact these legs –
on the one I have they are made
of alloy, but a slightly different and
lighter model uses carbon fibre –
are very rigid indeed. They are two
stage and are extremely quick and
easy to use to get the tripod to full
height (1.762m) down to minimum
(0.371m) making this tripod very
flexible indeed.

and technical details, you can see
them here.
I have never personally owned a
Miller tripod, more’s the pity as I
now find. But I do have memories,
and not that fond ones either if I’m
honest, of being a video assist on a
couple of shoots we did way back
when, interviewing various people
for ABC TV shows.
And the camera op had one of
the original Miller wooden tripods
that had certainly seen better days
(and was as old as most of the kids
around at the time!).

Dragging that damn thing up 4
flights of stairs was no fun. And then
A really nice feature is the addition
you had to drag it down again.
on the side of a mounting point.
This allows you to add a recorder or For the rest of the review, please
audio recorder without resorting to click here. You could also win one
adding things to the camera itself.
of these tripods!
If you want all the specifications
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AUDIO

Review: Sennheiser MK4					

By Graeme Hague

The Sennheiser MK4 condenser
microphone has been around for
a while now, making its debut at
NAMM in 2011, and it’s the perfect example of “if it ain’t broke,
don’t fix it.” Although describing
the MK4 as simply not broken is
a grave injustice.

First impressions are good. The MK4
is built like a tank with a solid metal casing and mesh that will take
some punishment—within reason,
of course.

Manufactured in Germany, it’s
worth mentioning that the MK4 is
“built alongside” high-end microIt’s a one-inch, cardioid-pattern phones like Neumann and others,
condenser
microphone,
side- so you can be sure that quality conaddress using a gold-plated dia- trol is of the highest level.
phragm, with a listed frequency response of 20Hz to 20kHz. It was the It comes with a standard mount,
first microphone of this type to be which makes sense because the
released by Sennheiser, but these wide range of applications you can
days those kind of specs put the throw at this microphone means
MK4 in a very crowded category that a suspended shock-mount often isn’t going to practical.
indeed.
So, it comes down to the important
stuff as to whether it stands out from
the crowd or has become just another also-ran in a competing field
of sub-AUD$450 microphones that
rivals the Boston Marathon.
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and flat until it starts to kick up a little
after about 2.5kHz which gives the
MK4 a pleasing edge that adds
clarity to vocals and immediately
had me dragging out the acoustic guitar.
The result was as I’d hoped. That
voicing did a great job of reproducing the bright, natural sound
of my Epiphone with phosphor
bronze strings.
At the same time, the MK4 isn’t
overly sensitive. It doesn’t sound
overwhelmed when things get
loud. At a sensible distance from
a fairly crunchy guitar amplifier
the MK4 had no problem at all.

And that’s where the MK4 really Around the drumkit, the MK4 is
best suited for overheads. Its physshines—its versatility.
ical size and that side-address will
The voicing of the MK4 when you
be hard to sneak next to the toms
connect straight it into any USB auor snare anyway—and let’s be hondio interface (as against a dedicatest, there are plenty of microphones
ed microphone pre-amp) is nice

AUDIO

Review: Sennheiser MK4
purpose-designed for the job—but you’re singing or doing voice-overs,
that frequency response will give you’ll need to invest in a good
clean, clear cymbals.
pop-filter.
Mind you, weighing in at just under 500 grams you’ll need some
solid, dependable microphone
stands.

Any one-inch diaphragm worth its
weight in … ah, gold … will be sensitive to plosives and a pop filter is
a must.

But enough of the project studio geekery. How does it work as
a straightforward voice-over or
podcasting microphone?

At a recommended retail price of
AUD$419 the MK4 is excellent value, not just for the quality of microphone you’re getting but also for
that workhorse versatility.

Well, as I said, the slight tweak
in the higher frequencies adds
intelligibility to spoken-word vocals, and the cardioid pattern
will let the MK4 function well as
a “group” microphone with two
or three people sitting in front of
it, but of course the efficiency of
the microphone can start to work
against you with picking up ambient noise.

The MK4 will take in its stride almost
any job you throw at it, and you’ll
have impressive results.
Don’t be surprised if the MK4 turns
into your go-to microphone before
anything else.
For more info, go to https://en-au.
sennheiser.com/mk-4

Likewise, with close vocals whether
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Premium quality, 10-year lifespan
First Look: Pluto Trigger

THE LIGHTWEIGHT TRIPOD COMPANION
FOR SHOOTING VIDEOS AND PHOTOS

Genuine fluid head pan & tilt technology
Perfect for DSLR cameras up to 5 kg/11 lbs
Compact, lightweight and versatile

Solidly built for rugged outdoor shooting conditions
Proudly made in Australia from the creators of the fluid head

www.millertripods.com
twitter.com/millertripods

facebook.com/millertripods

TECHNIQUE

Saving GigaMuppets

TECHNIQUE

Saving GigaMuppets
plugged into 240v sockets and either charging nothing, or at 3am
or less in the morning, have finished
charging what I need such as camera batteries, drone batteries and
so on.
And this all adds up in those electron things.
In the West I read yesterday, we pay
around $64 / whatever it is power is
rated at – GigaMuppets or something – whereas you folk in the East
pay up to 4x that!

With electricity prices rising faster than Space X debris is coming
down, any trick to save even an
electron of power must be a good
thing.
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Well I found a small way that was
pretty easy, apart from getting on
my hands and knees for a short period.

probably 20 devices drawing 240v
power that are continually left on.
These include computers, monitors, printers (normal and 3D), LED
strip lights, RAID boxes and my
When I look in my studio that douBlackmagic Design ATEM Mini Pro.
bles as my editing suite, I can count
And then there are USB chargers

The reason, I think, is pretty simple.
Power here is run by the Gummint,
not privatised out, so that “competition makes it cheaper” as the
mantra goes. The same goes for
gas incidentally.
Anyway, by buying a couple or three
“smart” power adaptors, I have
can now program all these devices to be turned off at the mains at

say midnight, and then turned
back on in the morning ready
for a days’ work at say 7am. Or
whatever times I wish.
It can even be varied on a
day-to-day basis, or have multiple versions so that it can be
turned on in the morning and
then if I know it will not be used
again that day – say I never
use my 3D printer on a Sunday
after midday - to turn it off at
that time on that day.
As they say in the TV ads, the
secret is in … planning how
you connect everything. I use
3 six port power boards and
each of these is plugged into
a smart adaptor plugged into
the mains.

adaptors via a smartphone app.
This also means I can control them
manually remotely if I wish. You can
also monitor the power that is being
used.
There are many of these adaptors
on the market, and a standard
across the board is starting to come
into play on the protocols and
apps(s) they use.
Mine came from Jaycar, but you
can also get them at Bunnings or
Kmart for example, or even (shudder), Amazon.

Incidentally, you can also get smart
LED lighting that allows the same
thing running on the same app. I
have these in the main rooms of the
house as well as the back patio and
garage. Security cameras also are
By working out what I want available, again on the same app.
turned on or off at which days
/ times, I can then program the
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a Miller Air Solo 75 Tripod worth over A$1000

SOFTWARE

First Look: Mercalli 6 AI - Brilliant video stabilisation
bilise shaky footage and additionally, smooth out horizons that are
curved due to lens aberration and
finally remove CMOS wobble and
skew.

Key Features:
• Genuine fluid head pan & tilt technology
• Wide payload range up to 5 kilograms
• Selectable counterbalance
• Bubble level indicator
• Durable lightweight aluminium alloy construction
• 3 year warranty

There is now a new version out
that takes advantage of so-called
“AI”, or as I prefer, machine learning, and ProDAD says it is a huge
improvement over something that
was already pretty damn good in
my opinion.
I’ve had a look through the interface and viewed the online demos
etc, and I have to say, on the surface, this new version is very impressive indeed.

Made in Australia
Build Material for Legs: Carbon Fibre | Alloy

go to www.australian-videocamera.com and fill in the popup to enter!

Mercalli from German company Indeed many have probably seen it
ProDAD has been around a while as an add bundled with their main
now (along with its other pack- editing software – both Mac and
PC.

Using a DJI Pocket 2, a lightbox, a
model car and having it lit by the
Zhiyun Fiveray, I threw together a
quick test.
To see the rest of the story and sam-

ages such as Vitascene, Prodrenple footage, please click here.
alin and many other utility and If you haven’t come across Mercalli
before, it is a program used to stavery useful apps).
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"I didn't know it could do that!"
Every year or so for the last umpteen
years I have written an article that
broadly speaking, has had the same
substance each time.
“Read the manual”.
It has never been an intention to
chide anyone who has a problem
and can’t simply be bothered to look
up the documentation and see if
there is a solution in an FAQ or whatever.
Instead, I try and exhort people to
see what other hidden gems that
piece of software or gadget can do.
Whenever I sit down and simply peruse a manual, I nearly always find
something I did not know, and this
started way back in the early 90s with
a Sharp PDA that I suddenly discovered could have its fields mapped
to Microsoft Outlook and the data
transferred via a serial cable, thus effectively synching my PDA and my
computer.
Wonderful stuff at the time.

Today though, things are a bit different aren’t they? We no longer have
“paper” manuals, just small Quick
Starts with miniscule writing – and we
are often lucky to get that!

als to see if there was anything about
the Pocket 2, despite intensive playing with it, that I maybe had missed.
Ha!

Turns out there is lots, much tucked
away in menus I didn’t even know
Over the last few weeks I have done existed! So my shooting has been a
a number of stories on GoPro camer- tad delayed, but all being well, will
as and the DJI Pocket 2 gimbal cam- be all the better for it.
era.
After that, I’ll go back and look at the
Sometime in the middle of the night, I GoPro Hero 10 Black, my Blackmagic
woke up with an idea to shoot some Pocket Cinema Camera 6K Pro, the
stuff inside a light box that was lit by Loupedeck, the Blackmagic Design
the recently reviewed Zhiyun Fiveray ATEM Mini Pro, DaVinci Speed Editor,
using different colours, and for a gig- Air2S drone – the list is endless. If these
gle, a smoke machine, using the DJI are par for the course, I am probably
Pocket 2.
only using about 30% of capacity!
Which leads me to …

The concept was to try and mimic
those superb Top Gear shots where
they pan very close to the contours of
a car under lighting, with smoke and
other effects, and gradually tease
out what this new brand or model is.

But hey, if you spend the money, you
may as well extract as much as you
can, right?
So what apps, gadgets or software
do you have that is worth another
look?

Before I started however, I thought
I’d just go through a few online tutori- Like me, lots I’ll wager.
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