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EDITORIAL
Welcome to the latest Australian Videocamera e-Magazine
Well that was the week that sort of wasn’t!
I had all the best intentions of putting together a big fat edition of the e-Mag, but fate
stepped in and decreed it would send Jacqui up north to Port Hedland on contract for 3
months.
This necessitated in lots of hasty arrangements re: travel and accommodation etc, plus
what amounted to a 3-day trip to Perth and back.
I think I have still managed an edition of interest though, with tutorials covering creating TikTok videos and Instagram Reels, and hot on the heels of the announcement by Blackmagic Design it has dramatically dropped the price of the brilliant ATEM Mini Pro series, a primer
on getting started with streaming and switching.
Finally, I have mused a bit about security, as from experience, it is well worth the investment.
Until next time, keep safe and well, and as always, thanks for the support.
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INDUSTRY
News From Around The Industry
Each edition I publish stories and links
to stuff that has crossed my desk over
the preceding period I think may be
of interest to you. Sometimes there is
lots, sometimes very little.
If you have material you want the
wider world to know about, send it to
me via david@auscamonline.com

Digistor Newsletter'
The latest Digistor Newsletter is out
and contains a huge amount of info
from the industry and its vendors.
You can read it at https://comms.
digistor.com.au/v/4859/1787621118/
email.html and subscribe at the bottom of that web page

New Australian Government Drone
Site
With the explosion in drone use – both
recreational and commercial – over
the last few years has come a lot of
challenges.

PAGE 4

NEWS

In the past, the only Government
based information on usage came
from the CASA website, but I have
just found out there is now a dedicated Government website covering all things drones, where you can
find all the information you need.

more affordable for anyone who
wants to reach a worldwide audience in true broadcast quality. With
built in recording, streaming and
multiview monitoring, the ATEM Mini
Pro models have been the best way
for customers to create high quality multi camera live production for
Simply go to https://www.drones.
streaming worldwide to platforms
gov.au/news-and-announcesuch as YouTube, Facebook, Twitch
ments/welcome-dronesgovau
TV and more.

Blackmagic Drops Price of ATEM
Mini Pro

You can see all the specifications
on the website here.

I had just finished the tutorial on And of course we have a whole
Page 10 when this news came bundle of tutorials covering the
many aspects of the ATEM Mini Pro.
through. Talk about coincidence!
There is a listing at the end of the
Blackmagic Design has announced
story here or go here.
a new lower price for ATEM Mini Pro
live production switchers. The ATEM
Planet of the Apes Starts Filming in
Mini Pro is now reduced to AU$505
and the ATEM Mini Pro ISO model is Sydney
Do we need another remake?
reduced to AU$845.
Whatever. Apparently it injects miilThis reduction of up to AU$500 has
lions of $ and employs hundreds.
been made possible by efficiencies
in manufacturing. The new prices But will it be any good? More here.
will help to make live production

XS Wireless Digital

An instant
connection.
Wireless means never missing the moment. It
means powering on and getting straight to work.
Be it a complication-free lavaliere for the oneperson video team, a wireless mic that’s up and
running right out of the bag, or something entirely
different—it’s a quick sync and you’re good to go.
Enter the world of wireless without the burden of a
complex setup.
An all new way to capture audio.
An instant connection.
www.sennheiser.com/xsw-d

HARDWARE

Instagram Reels With DaVinci Resolve
The current darlings of the Here is a step by step in DaVinci restreaming set are TikTok and In- solve to make a video for Instagram
Reels.
stagram with its Reels option.

As these use resolutions not generally native to video – vertical orientation as against landscape – there
needs to be some steps made when
creating video for these platforms
so they look their best and conform.
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1. In the Media Pool, create a
new timeline and give it a
name
2. In the dialogue box, deselect the “Use Project Set-

tings” checkbox
3. This will give you access to
four tabs. On the Format tab,
change the resolution to

1080 x 1920
4. On the Output tab, deselect
the “Use Timeline Settings for
Output Setting”
5. Click “Create”

HARDWARE

Instagram Reels With DaVinci Resolve
6. Add a clip to the timeline
7. Right click the thumbnail for
the timeline you have created in the Media Pool, and

Output Scaling”
9. Click OK
10. You can now use the Inspector to change the position

12. You can now export your
movie using the Deliver tab
13. Use the Custom Export and
change the resolution to

choose “Timeline Settings”.
For the “Mismatched Resolution” setting, change it to
“Scale Full Frame with Crop”
8. On the Output Tab, Deselect
“Use Timeline Settings for

and zoom of the clip to suit
and make sure the subject
always stays central.
11. If you move the clip up with
the Zoom, this will allow
space to add titles

Custom and then the size to
1080 x 1920
14. You can now render
To see more screen shots of the
process click here
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THE LIGHTWEIGHT TRIPOD COMPANION
FOR SHOOTING VIDEOS AND PHOTOS

Genuine fluid head pan & tilt technology
Perfect for DSLR cameras up to 5 kg/11 lbs
Compact, lightweight and versatile

Premium quality, 10-year lifespan
First Look: Pluto Trigger

Solidly built for rugged outdoor shooting conditions
Proudly made in Australia from the creators of the fluid head

www.millertripods.com
twitter.com/millertripods

facebook.com/millertripods

TECHNIQUE

Mini Tutorial: BMD ATEM Mini Pro - Getting Started
The tutorials for the Blackmagic
Design ATEM Mini Pro I have
placed on the website over the
last 2 years are by far and away
the most popular stories of the
ones that are
there (in the
thousands
t h e s e
days).
But it sudd e n l y
s t r u c k
me
that
although
I
have
done tutorials for creating lower
3rds, using the up and downstream
keyers and previewing and switching, I have not done one on the
physical setup of the unit.
In truth it is not that hard; there
are a couple of things you can do
though that make the Blackmagic
Design ATEM Mini Pro an even betPAGE 10

ter tool.
Before you start, the first thing I recommend is to download the free
Blackmagic ATEM Software Control
program. You can get that here.

operation a bit easier, with the labels on the various buttons easier to
read as you become familiar with
the Mini Pro, and secondly, it helps
with the cooling of the unit.
You can get the ZIP
file containing the
printable 3D files
here.

Setting Up

Once everything
is setup, I’ll then explain why this is
such a good add on.
There is another thing that is very
useful I have found, but you need a
3D printer for this. It is a set of brackets that lift the Blackmagic Design
ATEM Mini Pro off the desk and angle it forwards slightly. This has two
benefits; firstly it makes the physical

The first thing
you need to do
is apply power to
the Mini
Pro.
Blackmagic
supplies a special power supply
for this with a screw in connector,
so do not lose it as you can’t go to
a simple electronics store to get a
replacement – you have to get it
from Blackmagic.
Note: It is good practice to have
the power OFF when attaching all
the relevant cables such as HDMI,

TUTORIAL

Mini Tutorial: BMD ATEM Mini Pro - Getting Started
Ethernet etc.
Next, you want to add in you HDMI
cables connecting your cameras. I
run a series of GoPros in inputs 2 and
3, leaving input 4 for my Blackmagic Pocket Cinema Camera 6K Pro.
Input 1 is for the image coming from my
computer.

have an HDMI splitter connected to
the cable and one of these runs to
my second monitor and the other
to HDMI 1 in on the ATEM.
I then run an HDMI cable from the
HDMI out of the Blackmagic Design

Why would I do this?
This allows me to capture
the steps taken when creating tutorials for software showing mouse
clicks, keyboard strokes and so on.
To explain this further I need to digress a fraction and explain my PC
setup.
I run a pretty bog-standard Dell
tower with one monitor on HDMI
and the other on DVI. To get the
feed from the computer to the
Blackmagic Design ATEM Mini Pro, I

ATEM Mini Pro to the 3rd monitor, an
OSEE LCM215E that I love.
The next thing to do is run an ethernet cable if you want to do direct live streaming using Facebook,
YouTube etc using the Blackmagic Design ATEM Mini Pro with the
Blackmagic ATEM Software Control
program (see below)
For audio, the Blackmagic Design
ATEM Mini Pro has a pair of standard

3.5mm inputs. How you use these
depends on your needs; some
people have two mics connected
in order to do guest interviews. Others have the first for vocals and the
second for musical input via a media player which is
the way I have it
connected up.
I
have
tested
many, many mics
before I found the
one best suited to my environment,
a Sennheiser MKE600. As this mic
uses an XLR (also know as a cannon) connector, you need to get
hold of an adaptor to switch it to
3.5mm, but a good electronics
store will have these available for a
reasonable price.
The final thing you can connect is
an external hard drive to record
sessions for later playback. This connects to the built in USB-C port.
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TUTORIAL

Mini Tutorial: BMD ATEM Mini Pro - Getting Started
Again I have tested many devices Blackmagic ATEM Software Control
in this area and have standardised program connectivity will give.
on a particular unit for a specific
reason.

to take the input directly from the
Blackmagic Design ATEM Mini Pro.
But adding the Blackmagic ATEM

As the Blackmagic Pocket Cinema
Camera 6K Pro can also record
direct to an external hard drive, I
have gone with one of the recommended drives from Blackmagic
which is a Samsung T5 This is available in either a 250GB or 2TB configuration. This means I can double up their usage between the
Blackmagic Design ATEM Mini Pro
and the Blackmagic Pocket Cinema Camera 6K Pro.
If you choose not to add an external hard drive, the USB-C port can
instead be connected to your computer which will then ‘see’ the whole
setup as a pseudo web cam letting
you also live stream, just not with
the anywhere near the same measure of control and flexibility that the
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Blackmagic ATEM Software Control.
Once you have the basic unit
setup, then you can easily configure your streaming of software of
choice – Facebook, YouTube etc –

Software Control program into the
mix expands this capability greatly.
To quote from the manual, “For
example, you can manually perform transitions using the fader bar,
select internal sources on the pro-

TUTORIAL

Mini Tutorial: BMD ATEM Mini Pro - Getting Started
Pressing an input button puts that
source into a special preview mode.
This means you have the chance to
change your mind and select another source if you want and this
is the common way of switching in
This takes all of the heavy lifting off
the professional broadcast world.
the PC and any software. But as
I use the second method, hence my
they say, wait, there is more!
adding the third monitor which gets
You can set up the ATEM switcher
the preview signal via the HDMI out
settings in one of two ways, cut bus
on the Blackmagic Design ATEM
(the default) or program preview,
Mini Pro.
and these settings are changed
in the Blackmagic ATEM Software
Conclusion
Control program and fully detailed
in the manual (which you can get As I have stated a couple of times
here if you want a bit of light read- in previous stories, back in the 90s
when I was writing and directing the
ing!).
suite of videos that became the deIn cut bus mode, as soon as you finitive tutorials for Windows 95 and
press the input button it immedi- Office 95 (there were about 20 x 90
ately switches to being on air. Alter- minute videos covering the lot), the
natively, in program preview mode, equipment we needed to create
it becomes a two-step process to these, capture on-screen graphics,
switch sources.
switch in graphics, add text and so
gram and preview buttons, mix audio using a mixer with channel faders, set up keyers, load graphics in
the media pool and much, much
more.”

– let alone the camera to shoot this
stuff – was worth tens of thousands
of dollars.
Today, with something as simple as a smartphone, you can just
about mimic what we did, with a
Blackmagic Design ATEM Mini Pro
that costs around $500. And do it
live to an audience of hundreds,
thousands or millions.
Its mind boggling and exciting at
the same time.
Have fun!

Related Stories
Quick Tutorial: Upstream/ Downstream Keying with BMD ATEM Mini
Pro
Mini Tutorial: Using ATEM Mini Pro
with Media Pool for Lower 3rds etc.
See more related stories here
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SOFTWARE
Create TikTok Videos with Vegas Pro
This tutorial will teach you to create
TikTok videos with the correct aspect
ration and resolution.
At only 9 mins or so, it is easy to follow
- if the screen shots are a bit hazy.
Click here for the tutorial

VEGAS PRO
AFTER EFFECTS
No Magic Here. Just Clever
Many people seem to think After Effects is either some sort of voodoo, or
simply too difficult for mere mortals to
comprehend.
This tutorial will get you into to basics
and then you'll be able to see the possibilities it offers for your filmmaking.
See it here
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TUTORIALS
Create TikTok Videos with Premiere
If yolu are a Premiere user and want
to create TikTok movies, then this tutorial will show you how.
It also offers a free export preset you
can download.
Click here to get all the info.

PREMIERE PRO
R E S O LV E
9 Free Effects in Resolve
If there is a pair of questions that are
asked over and over again, especially from beginners, it is a) where can I
get cool transitions and b) where can
I get free effects.
Well there are no transitions here, but
there are 9 cool effects you can create inside Resolve itself.
Click here to access .
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SOFTWARE

Security. It's Worth It.
When we first moved into this
house after buying it, in the very
first week at something like 2am,
a heavy banging on the front
door signified the presence of a
pair of “heavies” demanding to
see a specific person.

but also for it act as deterrence, as
like many, I have a small fortune invested in equipment of all kinds.

My system is quite simple in that it
is made up of a number of standalone Swann Wi-Fi cameras that
interact via my router to an app on
On explaining that I had no idea
my mobile, alerting me – dependwho that was and that we had just
ing on the settings – to intrusions
moved in after buying, one of the
via infra-red or movement triggers.
heavies mumbled something about
They can also employ face recogthe “wrong street” and they vannition if required.
ished into the darkness.
Later that week we discovered evidence of serious drug use and on
further checking discovered that indeed the police had been involved
in “removing” one of the previous
tenants.
That was the time I decided to install a security system. Not only did
I want to record evidence if something nasty happened in the future,
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A simple system and it works for me,
with the cameras judiciously placed
inside and out for maximum coverage.
I went this way as traditional security systems that record back to a
central hub have traditionally used
either BNC cable, or with more sophisticated systems, Ethernet, to
connect the cameras. This means

SOFTWARE

Security. It's Worth It.
lots of scrambling through roof cavi- charged battery ready to swap in
ties and whatnot to get a system in and out.
place.
So, unlike other wireless systems,
However today, Swann tells me there’s never any security down
they have just released a new Wi- time while waiting for a camera to
Fi based system called AllSecure650™ charge.
2K Wireless Security Kits.
A spare battery in the Power Hub
This contains up to four wire-free can act as a UPS (Uninterruptible
cameras with secure mounts, Power Supply) providing an addiblending the reliability of a wired tional 5 hours of power to the hub in
setup and ease of wireless, setting the event of a power outage.
up in minutes not hours, to make a
The Power Hub also stitches video
hybrid CCTV system.
activity clips together for fast and
It also comes with a powerful Wi-Fi easy playback.
NVR Power Hub, which can store up
to two years of footage to its local Apparently, you can only buy this
1TB hard drive and backup clips to system through Swann, Bunnings,
JB HiFi, The Good Guys and Amathe cloud.
zon but it is quite inexpensive. The
There’s a charging bay at the rear 3-camera unit retails at $949.95
of the power hub for easy recharg- AUD and the 4-camera unit retails
ing and a spare battery is includ- at $1,099.95 AUD
ed so that you can always have a

Good value for the piece of mind if
you get either some knuckle dragger pounding on your door at 2am,
or as a deterrent if someone decides after working out you have
some tasty gear just right for flogging down the pub and they’d like
to ‘ave that.
Might bring your insurance premiums down too by the way.
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