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EDITORIAL
Welcome to the latest Australian Videocamera e-Magazine
This week was a fair cross section of products and ideas.
First cab off the rank was the SanDisk Pro-Blade Ecosystem, a high-speed storage device. It
has a single annoyance that had me stumped for a couple of days in that it comes preformatted for Mac. But nowhere in the packaging are you told that!
Next is the quirky little Canon PowerShot Pick. As I say in the review, I am not sure what it really is, and I am not sure it does either. A fascinating idea but not quite matured is the way
I’d put it.
The new iPads were announced as well and along with it, Blackmagic Design told us they
will have a version of DaVinci Resolve specifically for them in the very near future. Then
Vegas Creative Software popped up with a major new upgrade to the Colour Correction
system of Vegas 20.
All the information on these stories is in this edition.
Finally, I’d like to ask one quick question; what do you think of expanding the content of
Australian Videocamera? My thinking is that as the days of the “dedicated” video camera
are long gone and there are so many devices and services, let alone peripherals, that are
relevant to the industry, covering more of these areas would be a good thing.
Let me know by clicking here to send me a quick email.
As always, thanks for the support!
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You have received this as you have registered with Australian Videocamera, but I am more than happy of course for you to
forward it to any friends or acquaintances you think will get value from it. If they wish to sign up to get their own regular copy,
they can do so via the pop-up at www.australian-videocamera.com. If you no longer wish to receive this e-magazine, please
email me at david@auscamonline.com and nominate exactly which email gets the subscription. I'll remove it immediately.
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INDUSTRY
News From Around The Industry
Each edition I publish stories and links
to stuff that has crossed my desk over
the preceding period I think may be
of interest to you. Sometimes there is
lots, sometimes very little.
If you have material you want the
wider world to know about, send it to
me via david@auscamonline.com

Fujinon Announces New HZK251000mm Broadcast Zoom Lens
The HZK25-1000mm is a box-type
broadcast zoom lens in the dual format, supporting two types of large
image sensors. It can be mounted on
cameras equipped with the Super
35mm sensor or the even larger sensor
equivalent to 35mm full frame*2. The
lens achieves optical performance
which exceeds 4K. It also facilitates
the use of cinema cameras which is
becoming increasingly common in
the broadcast industry, offering cinematic visual expressions such as shallow depth-of-field for beautiful bokeh
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NEWS

in live coverage of sporting events able in stores beginning Thursday,
and music concerts. The HZK25- 27 October.
1000mm is due to be released in the
See more here
spring of 2023.
See more here

Spotlight on "The Changed"

Discover how Taylor Warren, the
post-production supervisor on the
sci-fi thriller, used the Boris FX Suite
ture
The new iPad Pro features a next- to tackle invisible effects and crelevel Apple Pencil hover experi- ate the subtle visual language of
ence and superfast wireless con- the edit.
nectivity, along with the world’s See more here
most advanced mobile display, pro
cameras, Face ID, Thunderbolt, and O2 Arena London Performance Rea four-speaker audio system.

New iPad Pro Supports ProRes Cap-

New features in iPadOS 16 — including Stage Manager, full external display support,1 desktop-class
apps, and Reference Mode — take
pro workflows on iPad even further.
Enabled by its advanced hardware
and iPadOS 16, iPad Pro has an incredible ecosystem of powerful pro
apps unlike any other device of its
kind. The new iPad Pro is available
to order starting today, and avail-

lies on ATEM Constellation

The London leg of Scottish singer
songwriter Lewis Capaldi’s recent
tour relied on a multicamera production workflow centered around
the ATEM Constellation 8K live production switcher.
See more here

XS Wireless Digital

An instant
connection.
Wireless means never missing the moment. It
means powering on and getting straight to work.
Be it a complication-free lavaliere for the oneperson video team, a wireless mic that’s up and
running right out of the bag, or something entirely
different—it’s a quick sync and you’re good to go.
Enter the world of wireless without the burden of a
complex setup.
An all new way to capture audio.
An instant connection.
www.sennheiser.com/xsw-d

CAMCORDER

Review: Canon PowerShot Pick
ing based on face recognition and
is even smart enough to adjust the
composition automatically. If the
PowerShot Pick is connected
to your smartphone (yep,
(I bet the director of the PULSE conanother app) you can use
Is it a webcam? Or is it a security cert by Pink Floyd in the 90s that I
touch tracking too.
camera? Or is it a security camera posted last week would have killed
masquerading as a webcam. Or in- to get some PTZs back then).
Description
deed, vice versa.
So, why not combine these tow The PowerShot Pick is
Let me try and explain.
uses – security and broadcast – and about the size of a small
scale it down a bit, and you have a pepper pot, and the one
The PowerShot Pick is one of the
pretty funky, albeit at almost $500 a I received was black,
new breeds of what are PTZ campretty expensive – webcam?
but you can apparenteras. This means instead of having
a fixed lens, the lens mechanism in Throw a few party tricks in such as ly get it in white as well.
these units can pan, tilt and zoom voice control and wi-fi connectivity I reckon Canon would
which gives a hell of a lot more flex- to your PC (via a dedicated app) make some extra sales
ibility as you can imagine. This is to make the PowerShot Pick act as if they brought out a
why they are in demand as security a webcam and on the surface, you Dalek version with skins
you could change.
cameras.
have a versatile little beast yes?.

The Canon PowerShot Pick is an
interesting beast. I’m not quite
sure if I know what it is exactly,
and I think it may also have a bit
of an identity crisis too.

the action at a large music concert
for example, than having to direct
6 separate cameras on dollies or
booms etc.

But they are also infiltrating into the
broadcast space. It is much easier
for a director with a console operator running say, 6 PTZ cameras to get

On the technical side, it also has automatic tracking complete with image stabilization to keep you in the
frame. It uses auto-subject search-
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The ports are covered
by waterproof seals and
there is one for USB-C for charging /
data transfer and a second for the

CAMCORDER

Review: Canon PowerShot Pick
mini-SD card. Two buttons are also
on the body, one being power on /
off and the other wireless on / off.
The top half of the body is
the rotating lens mechanism.

Technical Stuff
The image sensor in the
PowerShot Pick is a 1
/2.3” CMOS type with
11.7 effective megapixels. The aperture can
vary between f/2.8 to
f/5.0.
In the PTZ area, the
PowerShot Pick can
Pan through 340°, Tilt
110° (from -20° to +90°
and Zoom optically
zoom at 3x and digitally
to 4x.
Recording is to 1920 x 1080 HD at a

choice of 23.98, 29.97 or 59.94 fps in Next, I downloaded the app for
16:9 resolution.
my Samsung smartphone. Pairing
is via Bluetooth and on the surface
The focal length (in 35mm equivashould be a simple operation; powlent) is 19 – 57mm.
er on the camera (it gives little R2D2
There is a built-in stereo microphone, whistles and beeps when you do
as mentioned, both wi-fi and Blue- – very un-Dalek like) and then you
press the Bluetooth pairing button.
tooth is supported.
In the perfect world, this should then
pair within a few seconds, ask for
confirmation, and then away you
go. In my case though, this camera
had been used before and needIn The Real World
ed to be un-paired from the previThe first thing you need to do out
ous camera.
of the box is charge the PowerShot
Pick. This had me tricked for a min- Thankfully, although it took a few
ute as surely no, Canon would not attempts, it is not a hard process,
make something without an indi- and not like it would be if this was
cator light? It turns out there is one, a real security camera where that
but it is easily hidden by the rubber has to be manufactured instigated
waterproof flap when you open the in most cases.
port. While charging it flashed orOnce you are paired, you can
ange and is on constantly when full.
page through a few screens on

Finally, the PowerShot Pick weighs in
at 170g and dimensionally is 56.4 x
81.9mm.

PAGE 7

CAMCORDER

Review: Canon PowerShot Pick
the smartphone where you are
told about some of the party tricks
of the PowerShot Pick such as the
auto detect and voice commands,
remote shooting and
viewing and auto registering people.
Then you are ready set
the PowerShot Pick up to
your requirements.

The Smartphone App
The first option of the
smartphone app is Camera and from here you
can choose whether you
want to capture a still or
a video. A single camera
icon triggers the camera
to shoot.
Additionally by using the
on-screen controls you can
pan, zoom and use the tracking op-
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tion. By using your finger on the image, you can also control the lens
direction. At top left is a small icon
for aperture control letting choose
the exposure. This is
more akin to using an
ISO control I found,
with the image getting visibly brighter or
darker as you wind
the value up or down.
The next screen is for
playback.
Thumbnails of images shot
are displayed and
touching one will
open it up for viewing
(still) or playback (video). You can download any video or still
from the camera to
the smartphone with
a single button press, with
the option of choosing which folder

to save to.
You can also tag images with a star
icon to mark importance or whatever you want the tag to act as I
guess. Deleing files is an
option from here too.
The next page is the
Settings page where a
whole bunch of options
awaits. These range
from Shooting modes
to Basic Camera Settings, Network Settings,
Webcam Settings and
a list of allowed Voice
Commands which in
reality are a little limited if you compare for
example to a GoPro or
DJI Action Camera, restricted to Snap A Picture, Record a Video, Auto
Off or Find Others.

CAMCORDER

Review: Canon PowerShot Pick
I did lose the Bluetooth connection
a few times even though the phone
was right next to the camera, and
when this happens, the app locks
up for a few seconds which is a
bit disconcerting, before doing a
search and reconnecting.

Canon has a walkthrough of the
features and functions of the PowerShot Pick with ‘how to’s’ on each,
but for me, it was a little disjointed,
not letting me quickly cross reference subjects.

For example, until I got the PDF, the
I also noticed that using the app functionality of registering people
to pan, tilt and zoom had the oc- had me a little confused.
casional lag, especially if it had
Basically registering a person makes
been left alone for a while. Once
the PowerShot Pick shoot them
the camera it “realised” it was unwhen they come in range. You can
der manual control however, it was
set a priority level so they will be
very responsive.
shot more often. For example, if you
have a person 21st birthday party

Registering People

tracking might be when shooting a
team-based sporting function. The
camera can track an individual in
the field of play and shoot accordingly.

Summary
I like the concept of the PowerShot
Pick. I can see lots of opportunities
where it would be useful. But not in
its present form and at the current
price.
Sure this is Pick 1.0 and there always
has to be a 1.0 version of everything
so it can at least get out in the field
and have the waters tested, see
what people like and dislike, what
suggestions they make and what
things they absolutely hate.

out of all the people you have regYou can register up to 12 people to istered (family, friends) you might
the camera. More on this in a sec- select the birthday boy / girl as the
ond.
highest priority so that during the
At this point I heartily recommend party there are more shots of them. You can read the rest of the story
downloading the PDF manual from You can use this function in either by clicking here.
https://cam.start.canon/en/C009/ still or video mode. And example
manual/c009.pdf. On its website, of using it, combined with auto
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HARDWARE

Review: Sandisk Pro-Blade Ecosystem
The concept is stunningly simple from the camera / camcorder me- many is the ability for this unit to
in its execution. Imagine a “mem- dium. To add icing to the cake, the be plugged directly into a camera
ory stick” on steroids capable of
holding 1TB and with units available
up to 4TB.
To get data on and off it, there is
an aluminium cradle
affair
that
looks
like,
and is about
the
same
size as, say
a 10K mAh
Powerbank.
This means
you can
have a
couple
or more
of these
“memory
sticks”, and
safely have
data such
as video or
mass numbers of stills
backed
up safely
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Mags are hot swappable too.

This is called the SanDisk Pro-Blade
Ecosystem, comprising the ProBlade Mags (the memory sticks)
and the Pro-Blade Transport (the
cradle).
Also included (optionally) is the
Pro-Blade Station which can carry
4 Pro-Blade mags at once, simultaneous offloading and super-fast
speeds up to 3000MB/s read and
write.
The Pro-Blade Transport in contrast can “only” read and write
2000MB/s.
It’s not only technically very impressive, but looks the goods too,
all stylish and science-fictiony in
ribbed gun metal.
The Mags start at AUD$329 for the
1TB units, the Transport is a further
$149. The Station will be released
in a few weeks, and we’ll have a
price then.
One area this will be of interest to

such as the Blackmagic Pocket
Cinema Camera Pro 6K. Instead
of having to swap out drives
when they are full (which does
not take long in RAW); you can
just switch out a Mag and replace it with a new one on the
fly.

But Be Aware of This...
But before you race out the
door to get one (I can imagine
any number of people that will
be dribbling over this), there is a
catch.
The ‘gotcha’ first. Unless I am as
blind as a bat, nowhere in the
documentation I got is there
mention that ALL SanDisk products are preformatted as the
Mac OS. This means that if you try
and get it working on a Windows
PC, it simply will refuse. The fix to
that is here.
And that catch is that USB 3.2 Gen
2 x 2 is needed to be able to read

HARDWARE

Review: Sandisk Pro-Blade Ecosystem
/ write at maximum speed. them.
My workhorse desktop is a 4-year-

as a working readable / writeable
drive.
4 years in the
life of a computer is a long
time, so I wasn’t
overly surprised,
if not a tad disappointed. But
not to worry, my
12-month-old
Gigabyte Aero
laptop will no
doubt be up to
date enough?
Nope. Same
result.

old Dell XPS, and while this will read
the likes of Samsung T5s and Ts, it
wouldn’t have a bar of the ProBlade. Sure, you get the customary beep when connected, but
while showing in Disk Management
under Windows 10, it will not mount

I had to interrupt
the proceedings
to go into town,
and as an afterthought, took
the Pro-Blade Mag and Transport
with me. One of my errands was
next door to the local Hardly Normal, and so popped in there to
see what they had on display that
would read it (without going to
the exorbitant costs of some of the

gaming machines on show).
None of them is the short answer.
It took my wife’s up to date iMac
she uses for creating music with
Logic Pro to finally break the impasse.
And now that it has been broken,
the Pro-Blade system IS impressive.
There is not really a lot you can say
about it really, as it does exactly
what it says it’ll do. And bloody fast
at that!
But even then, it is still only running
at ½ the capable speed as far as I
can tell, with not even this mighty
Mac giving the full USB 3.2 Gen 2 x
2 support.
You see, USB 3.2 2×2 supports 2
lanes of data going at 10Gb/s both
ways to reach the maximum speed
of 20Gb/s. Macs however (and still
many PCs) can only support one
lane of data flow through USB 3.2
2×2 cables and devices though
and so you will only get USB 3.1
Gen 2 speeds on a Mac i.e. 10Gb/s
via one single lane.
PAGE 11

HARDWARE

Review: Sandisk Pro-Blade Ecosystem
• 3.1 Gen 2×1.
10Gbps (full-duplex approx. full
speed both ways.
PCs post-2018)

I do stand to be corrected if I have
missed something by the way.
Now I don’t pretend to be a technical person as such. I get the gist
of most stuff but prefer plug ‘n’
play to going back to the bad old
days. In my researching of all this, I
was fortunate enough to get sent
a chart of info by Ray Shaw from
Cybershack that gave me serious
assistance as per below, so thanks
Ray.
• USB-A 1.0 1.5-12Mbps half-duplex (< half-speed both ways)
• USB-A 2.0 480Mb/s half-duplex
• USB- A 3.0 5Gb/s. half-duplex
(has a Blue tongue and likely on
PCs post-2010)
• USB-C 3.1 Gen 1×1. 5Gbps halfduplex (PCs post-2015)
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post-2020)

• 3.2 Gen 2×2,
20Gbpps (full-duplex likely on PCs

• 4.0 Gen 2×2, 20GB/s (full-duplex.
PCs late 2021)
• 4.0 Gen 3×2, 40Gbps (full-duplex) but rare
• Thunderbolt 3, 40Gbps and
backwards compatible with
USB-C 3.2 Gen 1 (or may require
a dongle/dock

• Thunderbolt 4, 40Gbps and
backwards compatible with
USB-C 4.0 and 3.2 Gen 2
The end result of all this is that I
have decided to bite the bullet
and buy a new computer to future proof at least the next 4 years.
These days that is a mammoth task
in itself with so many permutations
available, even if you discard laptops and all-in-ones.
Last time I bought online (the Dell),
and after trawling around the displays at Hardly Normal, JB Hi-Fi and
Officeworks etc, I have decided to
revisit that method (at least 3 people assured me that I only needed
8GB RAM for video editing).
It turns out a PC (no monitor
or keyboard) to match all
the specs needed is going
to cost about $3299.
So, this turned into a slightly
expensive review!
To see a product video of
the SanDisk Pro-Blade Ecosystem, click here.

HARDWARE

Check Those Old Lenses and Bodies ...
From my experience, photographers and videographers are a
hoardy lot. They don’t at all like
to throw anything away.
And they especially hold onto older
beloved cameras and lenses, often having a glass cabinet to
showcase them.
Well after reading this, you
may want to have a closer look
at what you have might have
tucked away in there.
Y’see, an old Nikkor lens has been
auctioned off in Germany, and the
previous owner made a few quid
out of the deal.
About $150K to be exact.
The lens in question is a Nikon Nikkor-O Auto 58mm f/1 lens, created
around 1970 and the only lens of its
kind.

with an estimated value of 15,000
to 20,000 euros. However, it eventually sold for a hammer price of
150,000 euros and when you add
the auction fees that
ballooned
to
180,000 euros.
Not bad
if you can
get it.
Also sold on
the day was a
Leica M series that
went for 687,500 euros. Although
this was a prototype making it worth
more, I now weep at the loss of my
Dad’s Leica Ms that went due to
those evil death duties around in
the 70s.
Bastards.

Before the sale, the lens was listed
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THE LIGHTWEIGHT TRIPOD COMPANION
FOR SHOOTING VIDEOS AND PHOTOS

Genuine fluid head pan & tilt technology
Perfect for DSLR cameras up to 5 kg/11 lbs
Compact, lightweight and versatile

Premium quality, 10-year lifespan
First Look: Pluto Trigger

Solidly built for rugged outdoor shooting conditions
Proudly made in Australia from the creators of the fluid head

www.millertripods.com
twitter.com/millertripods

facebook.com/millertripods

SOFTWARE
Drone Footage Too Dark? Too Light?
If your drone footage or photos are
too dark or too light, you may need to
fix the exposure setting. Here is a quick
2 minute tutorial.
Click here for the tutorial

DRONE / Ae
Ae
Halloween and After Effects
Personally it does nothing for me, but
some people love it. Here is an After
Effects tutorial using BorisFX Mocha to
keep you amused,
See it here

PAGE 16

TUTORIALS
Create Transparent Backgrond
One basic that often tricks newbies to
video editing is the way to create a
transparent background for a logo,
lower third and so on. Here's what
I think is the fastest way. If you know
of another, better way, please let me
know!
Click here to see the tutorial

Ps
R E S O LV E
Using the Cut Page
The latest versions of DaVinci resolve
(including the free one) have what is
called the Cut Page. This is used primarily for high speed, short form editing.
Its even better when used with the
Speed Editor.
Here some tips.
Click here to access .
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EDITING (NLE)

DaVinci Resolve for iPad
Blackmagic Design today announced DaVinci Resolve for
iPad, so creators can extend video workflows in new ways and
new places.
Optimized for MultiTouch technology and Apple Pencil, DaVinci
Resolve for iPad features support
for cut and color pages providing access to DaVinci’s award
winning image technology,
color finishing tools and latest
HDR workflows.
And Blackmagic Cloud support allows creators to collaborate with multiple users around
the world. DaVinci Resolve for
iPad will be available in Q4 2022
from the Apple App Store as a free
download, with an upgrade to DaVinci Resolve Studio for iPad also
available as an in-app purchase.
With optimized performance for
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Apple Silicon, DaVinci Resolve delivers 4x faster Ultra HD ProRes render performance on the new iPad
Pro with M2. HDR is also supported
for customers using an 12.9-inch
iPad Pro with the M1 chip.

display to quickly create grades
on set or color correct clips in post
production directly from their iPad.
The new DaVinci Resolve for iPad
will open and create standard DaVinci Resolve project files which are
compatible with the desktop
version of DaVinci Resolve 18.
Supported file formats include
H.264, H.265, Apple ProRes
and Blackmagic RAW, with
clips able to be imported
from the iPad Pro internal
storage and Photos library, or
externally connected iCloud
and USB-C media disks.

Creators can send a clean feed
grading monitor output to an Apple Studio Display, Pro Display XDR
or an AirPlay compatible display.
This lets customers use the external

DaVinci Resolve for iPad will
be available in Q4 2022 from
the Apple App Store as a free
download, with an upgrade to DaVinci Resolve Studio for iPad also
available as an in-app purchase.

EDITING (NLE)

Major Colour Correction Update for Vegas
VEGAS Creative Software has
announced a substantial free update to its flagship VEGAS Pro
20 product line.
In addition to a continued focus
on stability improvements, with this
update, the VEGAS Pro development team adds a number of new
features to further enhance color
grading workflow power, efficiencies and collaboration directly on
the timeline. This new update also
brings VEGAS Pro the ability to zoom
into the Video Preview window for a
close-in look up to 2,000 times magnification.
In the two months since launching
VEGAS Pro 20, VEGAS Creative Software has added even more powerful new colour correction features to
the Coloor Grading panel that enable creators to produce signature
looks, fine-tune the color to match
the emotion of their sequences,

and gain full control of colours. The
new Hue vs Colour Saturation Curve
enables users to define a hue or a
hue range and adjust the saturation of that value.
Users can change the saturation of
anything from the entire video to a
very specific hue in the video, and
they can pull saturation out of a
specific colour to mute the colour’s
effect, or pump up the saturation to
make a specific colour pop.
Additionally, this free update to VEGAS Pro 20 makes the Preview window zoomable.

when the user needs to see fine details of colour grading adjustments.
Users can zoom into any target
area of the Video Preview window
and scroll the zoomed view to see
different areas without first zooming
back out.

VEGAS Pro 20: It Gets Even Better
The VEGAS Pro 20 update also adds
a number of other powerful new
colour correction workflow features,
including:

• Saturation vs Saturation Colour
Curve: This curve enables the user
to define a range of saturation levIn direct response to VEGAS cus- els in the video and then adjust the
tomer requests, users can now saturation level of just that range.
zoom into and out of the Video Preview window for magnification of To see the complete list of enhanceup to 2,000 times the normal level. ments and new features, please
This especially helps to hone in on click here
the details of an object while working with the Bézier Masking tools, or
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